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BESANT, bezant', annie (1847-1933)
noted British theosophist. She was born at
London, and at twenty was married to the
Rev. Frank Besant, brother of Sir Walter
Besant. In association with Charles Brod-
laugh she published The Fruits of Philos-
ophy, a socialistic work which caused the
arrest of both authors. In 1889 she joined
the Theosophical Society and became an
ardent disciple of Mme. Blavatsky. In India
she gained the sympathy of the natives by
declaring herself their champion. She
founded the Central Hindu College at
Benares, and devoted herself to the exton*
sion of theosophy throughout the world.
She became the leader of the British Theo-
sophical Society, and lectured in many
countries. Her influence in India was very
great; she founded the Home Rule League
for India, was president of the Indian Na-
tional Congress (1917) 'and general secre-
tary of the National Convention of India
(1923). Her works include The Basis of
Morality (1915); A* World Religion (1916);
Annie Besant: An Autobiography (1920);
India, Bond or Free? (1926) 5 and World
Problems of Today (1926).
BESANT, sir walter (1836-1901), an
English novelist and critic, whose best
known novel, All Sorts and Conditions of
Men, dealt with life in the East Side of
London and resulted in the building of the
People's Palace in Bast London. He was
born at Portsmouth and educated at King's
College, London, and Christ's College, Cam-
bridge. After serving as senior professor
of mathematics in the Royal College of
Mauritius from 1861 to 1867, he returned to
London and formed a literary partnership
with James Rice. Among the novels whicjh
they produced together are Meady Monei/
Mortiboy, The Golden Butterfly and Th&
Seamy Bide. He was the founder of the
Society of Authors, and the editor of the
Author, the publication of the society,
BESSABABIA, b$s a ra'Wa, between 1878
and 1918 the most southwesterly province of
Russia. In the latter yo&r, the province
voted to join Rumania, and at the close of
the war Bessarabia was annexed by treaty to
Rumania- It has suffered many dba&ges in
ownership, and consequently its peaae and
have been continually endangered*
province has an area of 17,140 square
miles/ S^out twice that of Massachusetts, and
a population of 2,400,000*
as ambassador from the German Empire to
the United States. He began his career as
an officer in the German Guards. Turning to
diplomacy, he served as attache in Con-
stantinople and as secretary of the German
legations in various European capitals.
Brief terms as councilor at the London
embassy and as minister to Egypt were fol-
lowed by his appointment as ambassador to
Washington in 1908, where he served until
February, 1917, when diplomatic relations
between the two countries were severed. He
later became ambassador to Turkey. At the
close of the war he returned to Berlin, and
was prominent in the peace discussions at the
foreign office. In 1920 he wrote Germany
and America,: Reminiscences of the Five-
Year War.
BERSAGrLIERI, hersalya're, a corps of
Italian sharpshooters, organized by Victor
Emmanual II in 1850. Two battalions took
part in the Crimean War, and the corps has
been continued through new enlistments. They
are the "show" soldiers of the Italian army,
and at reviews they execute all movements
at a sharp run.	" " •
BEETILLON, barteyoN', SYSTEM, a
system for the identification of criminals, in-
vented by Doctor Bertillon, Paris, in 1879
and published in 1885. The means used are
of two forms, (1) anthropometncal, consist-
ing of measurements of the human body, es-
pecially of the bones (since they never
change in adults), and finger print identifi-
cation; (2) descriptive, giving general ac-
counts of the prisoner's appearance, includ-
ing eyes, hair, complexion and special marks
or deformities. These descriptions are clas-
sified and filed. See finger print identi-
fication.
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BERYL, ber'il, a colorless, yellowish,
bluish or less brilliant green variety of
emerald, the prevailing hue being green
of various shades, but always pale. The
crystals, which are six-sided, are usually
longer and larger than those of the precious
emerald, and its structure is more distinctly
foliated. The best beryls are found in Bra-
zil, in Siberia, Ceylon and on the frontiers
of China. Beryls are also found in the United
States, particularly in North Carolina and
in smaller quantities in New Hampshire.
Some of the finer and transparent variety
of it are often called aquamarine.
are found in Massachusetts and North
linia. See aqttamaeine.

